
CODE BLACK 
DECLARED IN IOWA

COAL-FIRED POWER PLANT PROPOSED FOR MARShALLTOWN 
WILL INCREASE NEEDLESS DEAThS AND hUMAN SUFFERING.

As physicians and public health professionals, 
we call upon every resident of southeastern 
Iowa to help us stop coal’s deadly assault on 
our health. 

Air and water pollution from coal plants are 
already a national public health menace. 
Nearly 24,000 Americans die each year from 
particulate matter (PM) air pollution alone–and 
PM pollution is only one of coal’s seven deadly 
threats (see box). Coal’s death toll exceeds that 
of national rates for drunk driving and even 
homicides. Then there’s the toxic waste. Just  
ask the people living in the Tennessee Valley 
how they feel about the TVA plants responsible 
for the two most recent spills of toxic waste  
from their retaining ponds.

Here in Iowa, existing coal plants shorten the 
lives of at least 323 Iowans annually while 
contributing to 40,988 lost work days, 333 
hospitalizations and 7,322 asthma attacks, 412 
of which are so severe they require emergency 
room visits. The impacts on our children from 

the mercury being 
added to our 
environment have 
yet to be calculated. 

Parents especially 
should be alarmed 
by the large volume 
of mercury the 
new plant would 
release into Iowa’s 
air and waterways. 
Mercury’s toxic 
effects upon unborn children and infants are 
brutal: kidney damage, brain damage, learning 
disabilities and attention deficit disorders. 

With the many benign energy technologies 
emerging today—wind, solar, geothermal–these 
risks are totally unjustified. We must stop this 
plant! Please go to the Iowa PSR website and 
learn how you can make your voice heard by 
Christopher Roling of the Iowa DNR, Governor 
Culver, and other decision makers.

HOW YOU CAN HELP:
Join your neighbors. Make oral or written comments to 
the Iowa Department of Natural Resources. Tell them how 
you feel about an air quality permit which provides no 
regulation of PM2.5, one of coals deadliest pollutants, a 
permit that does not limit the greenhouse gas emissions 
responsible for our changing climate, or many of the 
other emissions degrading our health and environment.

MArCH 16, 2009  
Iowa Veterans Home, Whitehill Chapel, 
Marshalltown, IA.  
2:30pm – 5pm, and 6:30pm – 9pm
MArCH 17, 2009  
Meskwaki Tribal Center, 346 Meskwaki Road,  
Tama, IA.  
3pm – 5pm and 7pm – 9pm

For more detailed information, visit the Iowa PSR web site 
at: www.iowa-psr.org or call:
641-484-3139 for Tama  
641-752-7056 for Marshalltown A  M E D I C A L  E M E R G E N C Y

PhYSICIANS FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY  
HAS DETERMINED THAT BURNING COAL  
IS A DEADLY THREAT TO YOUR HEALTH

COAL’S 7 DEADLY ThREATS

1. Carbon Dioxide Emissions                   
    (CO2, global warming)

2. Volatile Organic Compounds     
    (VOC) 

3. Particulate Matter (PM)

4. Mercury

5. Sulfur Dioxide (SO2)

6. Nitrogen Oxides (NOX)

7. Environmental Destruction 


